
Day of the Dead Granny Square

This is a tutorial for how to make a three-round Day of the Dead granny square for 
all of your Day of the Dead crochet needs. 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Day of the Dead Granny Square

.

Chain 4, join with a slip st to form 
ring

Ch 3 (counts as first dc) 2 dc in ring, ch 1, (3 dc, ch 1) 3 
times, slip st into top of 3 ch dc

Slip st across to the next ch-1 sp Ch 3, 2 dc, ch 1, 3 dc, (3 dc, ch 
1, 3 dc) in next ch-1 sp, prepare 
to change color

Change color by making a yarn 
over in the new color and pulling 
through the last two loops of the 
dc

3 dc, ch 1, dc into next ch-1 sp, 
prepare to change color

Change color, 2 dc in same ch-1 
sp

2 dc in next ch-1 sp, prepare to 
change color
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Day of the Dead Granny Square

Change color, dc, ch 1, 3dc in 
same sp.

Insert hook into back bar behind 
the ch-3 dc

Slip st in the back bar and across 
the 3 dc

Slip st into the chain 1 Ch 3 (counts as first dc) 2 dc, ch 1, 3 dc in ch-1 sp, 3 dc 
between in space between 3 dc 
clusters of previous round

Identify first dc of leftmost 3 dc 
shell from previous round

Insert into back bar behind the 
first dc of the leftmost 3 dc shell

3 dc into back bar behind the first 
dc of the leftmost granny shell
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Day of the Dead Granny Square

(3 dc, ch 1, 3dc) in ch-1 sp, 3 dc 
between 3 dc clusters of 
previous round

A completed Dia de los Muertos 
granny square

Decorate your Day of the Dead 
Granny Square as you see fit
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Day of the Dead Granny Square

Standing single crochet stitch
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Day of the Dead Granny Square

Crochet into the horizontal loop

One way to give the surface of your crochet more texture is to work stitches into the loop just 
below the the back loop of the stitch you are working. 

Sometimes called “the third loop“ or “the horizontal bar,” working into this loop will push the front 
and back loops above the loop forward to the surface. It is a delightfully easy way (once you 
learn how to do it) to add interest to your work.

The hardest part of utilizing this stitch is identifying it, so I have assembled this photo tutorial so 
you can start putting it to use in your crochet:

The view of a crochet motif as 
seen from the back

A yarn needle placed under “the 
horizontal bar”

The back of the motif with the 
front facing the crocheter

Yarn needle under “the 
horizontal bar” 

Hook inserted under “the 
horizontal bar”

Completed single crochet
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Day of the Dead Granny Square
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